Taiwan Dumps Disposable Utensils
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TAIPEI, TAIWAN -- Taiwan is trying to trash its garbage buildup by banning
plastic bowls, bags and utensils.
Convenience stores, restaurants, supermarkets, department stores and other
businesses have 45 days to comply with the ban or then they will be fined up
to $4,310 for violations.
"We must dump the habit of disposing of utensils after use. This may bring a
little inconvenience to your life, but it will help clean up our
environment," said Hau Lung-bin, head of the Environmental Protection
Administration.
Disposable utensils are particularly popular with consumers in Taiwan
because they are inexpensive and sanitary, reports the Associated Press. And
the government urged the public to use plastic dining ware in order to stem
the tide of hepatitis. The disease has been brought under control but the
pile up of discarded disposable utensils has gotten out of control.
The Taiwanese government estimates that disposable utensils add 60,000
metric tons of waste each year.
Environmental Protection Administration officials are urging consumers to
use their own bags and eating utensils.
Restaurant operators stated that there is a limited supply of paper bags and
bowls, and that the cost of using paper products is prohibitive. But some
foodservice establishments are in favor of the ban and are now using
dinnerware made from biodegradable materials.
Plastic-industry workers protested the new policy, stating that the ban will
result in widespread job losses in the industry.

 

